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REPORT 

ON  THE  WORK 

of  the 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

For  the  year  1944. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  DARLASTON. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  I could  not  publish  it  sooner,  but  with 
depletion  of  staff  in  1943  it  was  impossible  to  give  the  uninterrupted 
time  that  is  required  to  its  preparation. 

I desire  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for 
their  willing  help  and  hard  work. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
1 also  extend  my  thanks  for  the  encouragement  and  help  which 
they  have  given  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  PATRICIA  McWHIRTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


o 


GENERAL. 


Area  in  Acres  1,535 

Rateable  Value  £79,539 

A Penny  Rate  produces  £307/18/9 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  the  population 

mid-1944  20,330 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1944  ...  5,187 


Staff. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  ...  E.  P.  McWhirter,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  ...  J.  S.  Barker,  M.I.S.E., 

M.R.S.I. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector ...  L.  R.  Turbin,  M.R.S.I. 

Clerical  Staff. 


Eric  Rowbotham — Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Clerk — called 
up  for  Military  service  16th  December,  1944. 

Miss  E.  M.  Gregory — Appointed  1st  May,  1944. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Still-birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
Still-birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1 ,000  of  the 
population 


Live  Births. 

T otal. 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

. 406 

220 

186 

Illegitimate 

14 

6 

8 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  420 

226 

194 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population  ... 

20.66 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of 

the 

population 

... 

* « • 

17.6 

Still-Births. 

T otal . 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate  ... 

6 

4 

9 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

— 

Totals  8 

6 

2 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  ... 

18.69 

0.39 


0.5 
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Infantile  Mortality. 

Total.  M. 

T\ 

Number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

21  9 

4 2 

12 

2 

Totals 

25  11 

14 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year 
live  births 

of  age  per  1,000 

59.52 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 

of  infants  under 

46 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per 
live  births 

1,000  legitimate 

51.7 

Death  Rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per 
live  births 

1 ,000  illegitimate 

285.7 

Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis 

Deaths  from  other  puerperal  causes 

• • • ...  ... 

2 

Total 

...  ...  ... 

2 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births 

4.67 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births 

.28 

The  Birth  Rate  is  20.66,  compared  with  21.77  for  1043. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  is  very  much  lower  than  last  year,  being 
18.69  this  year  compared  with  34.85  in  1943. 

The  illegitimate  births  rose  from  10  in  1943  to  14  in  1944. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
from  42.9  in  1943  to  59.52  in  1944. 

From  the  statistics  you  will  see  that  there  were  21  deaths  in 
legitimate  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  4 deaths  in  illegitimate 
babies.  The  numbers  for  1942  were  18  and  1,  respectively. 
Proportionately,  this  shows  a higher  rate  for  illegitimate  children 
than  for  legitimate  children. 
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Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  ...  ...  ...  194 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  9.54 

Deaths  from  cancer,  all  ages  ...  . . . ' ...  ...  28 

Deaths  from  measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age...  ...  3 

Death  Rate  from  diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7.14 

Deaths  from  diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Causes  of  death  according  to  Registrar-General's  return  : — 

Diptheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  of  the  mouth  (male)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  the  uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  of  breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Intracranial  vascular  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Heart  disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  ...  ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Other  respiratory  diseases ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  digestive  disorders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Puerperal  and  post-abortional  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries  and  infant 

diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  traffic  accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  violent  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1 944. 


o 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease 

No.  of 
cases 
notified 

No.  of 
cases 
confirmed 

Sent  to 
Hospital 

Smallpox 





Scarlet  Fever 

34 

34 

14 

Diphtheria 

40 

27 

40 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

17 

17 

„ 

Measles  . . 

13 

13 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

11 

11 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

o 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 



Totals  . . 

121 

107 

59 

Diphtheria. 

Forty  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  and  all  were  removed 
to  hospital.  On  further  investigation,  13  of  these  cases  proved 
not  to  be  diphtheria.  Thus  there  were  27  cases  of  diphtheria  in 
the  district  during  the  year.  Nineteen  of  these  were  under  fifteen 
years  of  age  and  eight  over  lifteen  years.  There  were  two  deaths 
in  children  from  diphtheria.  In  neither  case  had  the  child  been 
immunised. 

Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

During  the  year,  271  children  under  five  years  of  age  and  141 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen  received  the  two  doses  of 
diphtheria  prophylactic. 

The  facilities  for  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised 
against  diphtheria  are  as  follows  : — 

A Clinic  is  held  on  Friday  afternoons  at  the  Jane  Mills  Institute, 
Rectory  Avenue,  Darlaston,  from  two  until  three  p.m.  When 
numbers  warrant  it,  visits  are  paid  to  the  schools  to  immunise 
school-children.  However,  the  large  majority  of  school-children 
are  now  immunised,  and  so  the  number  seeking  immunisation 
at  each  school  is  small.  We  try  to  get  those  children  who  were 
immunised  in  infancy  to  come  along  to  the  Clinic  for  a “reinforcing 
dose  ’’  before  starting  school.  General  Practitioners  in  the  districts 
also  carry  out  immunisation.  I would  like  to  record  here  how  well 
the  General  Practitioners  of  the  district  co-operate  with  the 
Public  Health  Department  in  all  matters  and  how  much  I 
appreciate  it. 


The  course  of  immunisation  offered  consists  of  two  doses  of 
A.P.T.,  0.2  c.c.,  followed  in  one  month  by  0.5  c.c.  with  a reinforcing 
dose  of  0.5c.c  when  the  child  starts  school.  A reinforcing  dose 
of  0.5c.c  is  also  offered  to  older  children  when  four  to  five  years 
have  elapsed  from  the  first  course.  A small  quantity  of  T.A.F.  is 
also  kept,  and  three  doses  of  Ic.c.  each  are  given  where  a child 
shows  a severe  reaction  to  the  first  dose  of  A.P.T.  and  when  an 
adult  desires  to  be  immunised. 

I find  that  about  half  the  one-year-olds  are  presented  for 
immunisation,  and  I have  to  reiterate  that  still  too  many  parents 
postpone  having  the  child  protected  until  the  child  goes  to  school. 
Some  parents  feel  the  prick  of  the  needle  far  more  than  the  child 
and  therefore  quite  naturally  shrink  from  holding  the  child.  A 
nurse  is  always  in  attendance  and  will  hold  the  child  if  the  mother 
does  not  want  to  do  it. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  34  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  the  year. 
The  type  appeared  to  be  mild  and  no  complications  came  to  my 
notice.  There  were  no  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  during  the  year. 

Pneumonia. 

There  were  17  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  the  vear. 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  were  five  deaths  from  Pneumonia  during 
the  year.  This  would  seem  an  alarming  mortality,  but  on  analysis 
it  is  found  that  there  is  really  no  relationship.  Only  a Primary 
Pneumonia  is  notified,  and  none  of  the  cases  notified  died. 

Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  numbered  11. 
This  was  a big  drop  from  24  the  previous  year.  There  were  no- 
deaths  among  the  cases. 

Measles. 

Thirteen  cases  were  notified  this  year.  Last  year  there  were 
199  cases  notified.  There  were  no  deaths  from  measles. 

Scabies  and  Verminous  Conditions. 

The  number  of  families  in  which  there  were  cases  of  scabies 
was  24.  This  was  the  number  that  came  to  my  notice,  but  it  is 
probable  that  there  were  a few  more,  although  1 do  not  think  the 
extra  number  would  be  large,  because  it  was  mv  experience  that 
the  majority  were  only  too  pleased  to  get  treatment. 
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Body  louse  infestation  is  uncommon,  but  there  is  still  a fair 
amount  of  head  louse  infestation  in  the  district,  as  evidenced 
by  experience  in  school  medical  work.  In  school  it  is  generally  the 
same  old  families  who  are  found  repeatedly  to  be  infested  with 
head  lice.  Cleansing  is  sporadic  and  does  not  include  the  whole 
family,  with  the  result  that  re-infestation  quickly  takes  place.  We 
are  not  alone,  but  it  is  a disgrace  that  there  should  be  any  lousy 
or  nitty  heads  found  in  the  district. 

Our  help  was  sought  by  one  or  two  firms  for  the  cleansing  of 
some  employees  who  were  causing  a nuisance  to  their  fellow- 
workers  by  reason  of  being  badly  infested  with  head  or  body  lice. 
Some  of  these  cases  were  imported  workers. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  was  an  increase  of  12  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year  1944,  when  compared 
with  the  number  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1948.  The  number 
at  the  end  of  1944  was  182. 

Twenty-seven  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  three  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year. 
In  1943,  twenty-three  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  five 
cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

There  were  eighteen  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
four  deaths  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
The  figures  in  1943  were  ten  and  two,  respectively. 

ITe  following  table  shows  the  age  distribution  : — 


Tuberculosis,  1944. 


New  Notifications 

Deaths. 

Respiratory 

Non- Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Age 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M. 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

2 

1— 

l 

1 

1 

1 

5— 

2 

L 

1 

15 — 

5 

7 

1 

1 

2 

25— 

3 

3 

1 

35— 

1 

3 

45 — 

3 

2 

4 

1 

55— 

2 

1 

1 

65— 

ml 

Age 

an- 

known 

1 

Totals 

12 

15 

3 

Nil 

13 

5 

Nil 

4 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  this  service  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  town  provides  an  ambulance,  and  during  the  war  the 
A.R.P.  ambulances  and  sitting-case  cars  have  also  been  available 
for  transporting  emergency  cases  and  cases  for  treatment  at 
hospital.  Drivers  were  provided  by  the  whole-time  Civil  Defence 
Ambulance  Service.  Before  the  war,  drivers  were  provided  by 
the  Fire  Service,  which  was  then  under  the  control  of  this  Local 
Authorit3'\  In  common  with  other  Local  Authorities  similarly 
placed,  the  question  of  the  provision  of  an  ambulance  service 
is  under  review. 

Nursing  in  the  Home,  etc. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  provision  of  domiciliary 
nursing  and  hospitals  and  treatment  centres  available  for  this 
district. 


Health  Visitors. 

There  are  normally  three  health  visitors  provided  for  the 
district  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council.  Mrs.  Craig  (nee 
McLellan)  resigned  at  the  end  of  August,  1944,  since  when  only 
two  health  visitors,  Miss  Berry  and  Miss  Clark,  have  served  the 
district.  It  is  a pity  that  the  supply  of  health  visitors  does  not  meet 
the  demand  for  such  an  important  section  of  our  social  services. 

Water. 

The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Co.  supply  water  to  the 
town.  There  was  no  important  extension  of  mains  during  the 
year.  Water  is  sampled  each  month  in  the  district,  and  a report 
on  the  chemical  Analyses  and  Bacteriological  Examination  is  given. 
A typical  report  is  as  follows  : — 


RESULTS  OF  EXAMINATION  OF  SAMPLE  OF  WATER. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Bacteria — Colonies  per  ml. 

Nutrient  Agar  at  20deg.  C.  3 days 
Nutrient  Agar  at  37deg.  C.  I day 
Nutrient  Agar  at  37deg.  C.  2 days 

Coliform  Bacteria. 

Presumptive  Test 
Differential  Tests 


17. 

0 

0 

Absent. 

Absent. 
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Physical  Characters. 


Colour  (Burgess)  4 mm. 

lurbidity  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace  susp.  matter. 

P.H 75 

laste  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ver}r  SI.  Brackish. 

Odour Nil. 

Chemical  Analysis  (Expressed  in  Parts  per  100,000). 

Alkalinity  (CaC03)  ...  18.9. 

Chlorides  (Cl)  16.20. 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace. 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  Trace. 

Oxidised  Nitrogen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .18. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  (3  hrs.  at  27deg.  C.) 012. 

Temporary  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.5. 

Permanent  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  .7. 

Total  Hardness  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.2. 

Iron  (Fe)  .006. 

Manganese  (Mn)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .003. 

Zinc  (Zn)  Nil. 

Poisonous  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

Free  Cl.  (p.p.m.)  Nil. 


Sewage  Disposal. 

Very  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  labour  for 
sludge  removal.  The  area  has  been  extended  during  the  year  to 
meet  the  increased  yield  of  sludge. 

Periodical  bulk  discharges  of  waste  fuel  oil  to  the  sewers 
caused  much  inconvenience  and  misgivings  as  to  the  effect  on 
the  installation.  The  filters  at  one  period  were  not  working 
properly  and  it  was  the  Manager’s  opinion  that  the  discharge 
of  trade  wastes  was  having  an  adverse  effect  on  the  purification 
of  the  sewage. 

It  is  also  desirable,  when  circumstances  permit,  that  a balancing 
tank  should  be  provided  to  equalise  the  flow  on  the  pumping 
mains  and  thereby  prevent  sewage  being  discharged  to  the  storm 
tanks  in  dry  weather  periods. 

Another  difficulty  experienced  was  the  choking  of  the  pumps 
by  floor-cloths,  rags,  etc.  On  one  occasion  a child’s  skipping 
rope  was  found.  If  all  ratepayers  realised  the  serious  effect  and 
expense  involved  they  would  all  be  more  careful  to  try  and  avoid 
such  accidents.  I say  accidents,  but  in  many  cases  it  is  sheer 
carelessness. 


Privy  Closets. 

None  remain  in  the  district.  All  closets  are  on  the  water 
carriage  system. 

Refuse  Collection. 

The  work  of  collecting  refuse  was  transferred  to  the  Surveyor’s 
Department  during  the  year.  Tipping,  of  course,  is  still  super- 
vised by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

There  was  a nuisance  caused  by  one  of  the  works  in  the  district. 
Large  quantities  of  grit  were  emitted  from  the  chimneys  and  this 
fell  in  clouds  on  the  neighbouring  streets  and  houses.  For  security 
purposes,  little  could  be  said  openly,  but  for  well  over  a year 
the  neighbours  were  very  long-suffering.  After  renewed  attempts 
to  mitigate  the  nuisance,  I understand  the  firm  ultimately  handed 
the  matter  over  to  the  Ministry  of  Supply,  who  sent  experts  down 
to  investigate.  The  nuisance  was  abated  and  no  more  complaints 
have  been  received. 

Housing. 

In  order  to  have  up-to-date  information  for  a future  housing 
programme,  a survey  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  This 
revealed  the  state  of  overcrowding.  It  was  estimated  that  76b 
houses  would  be  required  for  immediate  slum  clearance  and  that 
483  houses  would  be  required  to  relieve  statutory  overcrowding. 
A slum-clearance  programme  over  the  next  ten  to  fifteen  years 
would  create  a need  for  a further  500  to  600  houses.  In  addition, 
682  sub-tenants  not  causing  overcrowding  would  want  a home 
of  their  own.  These  may  to  a certain  extent  be  catered  for  by 
private  enterprise. 

Post-war  housing  was  reviewed,  but  with  the  war  still  on  and 
the  date  of  the  end  of  the  war  unknown  little  progress  could  be 
made  to  begin  with. 

The  Rubery  Owen  Housing  Association  was  formed,  and  as 
they  held  the  available  building  land  at  Bentley  and  were  in  a 
position  to  acquire  the  rest  of  the  land  there,  the  Association 
prepared  a plan  for  the  whole  of  the  Bentley  site  and  submitted 
it  to  the  Council.  They  also  agreed  to  allocate  a sufficient  number 
of  houses  for  letting  to  those  families  requiring  to  be  rehoused  for 
slum  clearance  and  overcrowding.  These  houses,  together  with 
those  that  can  be  built  at  Moxley  and  Rough  Hay,  should  provide 
sufficient  houses  for  our  purpose. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  DARLASTON 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration my  report  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district 
for  the  year  1944. 

Despite  many  demands  made  on  the  Department  by  varied 
Civil  Defence  duties  and  with  a depleted  staff,  much  useful  work 
of  a minor  structural  and  sanitary  character  has  been  accomplished, 
as  will  be  evidenced  in  the  following  report.  The  limited  repair 
work  which  is  inadequate  to  maintain  these  old  houses  in  a reason- 
ably lit  state  will  leave  us  a post-war  legacy  which,  in  an  old 
industrial  area  such  as  this,  will  present  a problem  difficult  of 
solution  unless  new  houses  are  forthcoming  immediately  after 
hostilities.  Some  hundreds  of  sub-standard  houses  are  suffering 
from  neglect  and  inability  to  effectively  repair,  and  will  be  beyond 
redemption  at  anything  like  a reasonable  cost  after  the  war.  In 
fact,  many  of  them  are  in  such  a state  that  the  rehousing  of  the 
occupiers  is  a matter  of  more  urgent  necessity  than  overcrowding, 
at  least  from  a health  point  of  view,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
some  of  the  temporary  houses  will  be  available  for  the  worst  of 
these  cases. 

Having  regard  to  the  size  of  the  district  and  the  population, 
it  will  be  seen  in  the  following  housing  report — to  compile  which 
additional  help  was  engaged  to  carry  out  surveys — the  needs  of  the 
area  are  great  and  urgent,  both  from  the  point  of  slum  clearance 
and  overcrowding,  and  it  will  tax  all  our  resources  to  cope  with 
these  problems  in  a reasonable  measure  of  time. 

However,  the  enterprise  and  energy  shown  by  the  Local 
Authority  in  the  foundation  work  now  going  on  to  prepare  for 
the  post-war  possibilities  will,  it  is  hoped,  bear  fruit  after  the 
cessation  of  hostilities. 

J.  S.  BARKER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 
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HOUSING. 

The  housing  position  with  regard  to  clearance  of  unfit  properties 
remains  as  at  the  31st  March,  1943,  no  action  having  been  possible 
under  Part  2 (Section  11)  or  Part  3 of  tiie  Act.  At  that  time 
750  houses  had  been  closed  as  unfit,  3,210  persons  rehoused,  and 
01  condemned  properties  were  still  occupied. 

The  position  with  regard  to  repair  work  has  not  greatly 
improved,  although  it  has  been  possible  to  effect  essential  repair 
work  of  a structural  and  sanitary  nature  to  house  properties. 

Under  the  Ministry’s  repair  and  maintenance  scheme,  which 
came  into  operation  at  the  end  of  1943,  repair  work  has  been 
carried  out  to  Council  houses — of  which  1 ,500  remain  unsold — 
at  a total  cost  of  £3,183  Is.  lid.,  and  to  523  privately-owned 
houses  at  a total  cost  of  45,111  Is.  8d.  All  this  work  to  the 
latter  dwelling  houses  has  been  covered  by  Sanitary  Notices  and 
has  been  work  of  a somewhat  minor,  but  essential  character. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  housing  needs  of  the  district,  an 
overcrowding  survey  was  undertaken  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  1944.  The  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  area  were 
visited  and  the  required  information  tabulated  in  order  to  ascertain 
our  requirements  for  new  houses  to  cater  for  overcrowding,  slum 
clearance  and  sub-tenancies.  The  data  in  connection  with  the 
slum  clearance  had  already  been  ascertained  on  the  basis  of  what 
could  be  accomplished  within  the  five  years  immediately  following 
the  war. 

A total  of  766  houses  was  scheduled  for  demolition  in  that 
period,  but  this  figure  did  not,  of  course,  include  our  whole  pro- 
gramme of  slum  clearance.  766  is  the  figure  which  was  used  in  the 
compilation  of  the  summary  tables  which  will  be  found  set  out 
in  this  report. 

Table  (1)  shows  the  distribution  of  the  population  and  the 
housing  requirements  for  each  Ward,  and  Table  (2)  the  require- 
ments for  the  whole  of  the  district. 

1 he  slum-clearance  figure  has  now  been  augmented  bv  a further 
600  houses,  making  a total  of  1,366  houses  which  it  is  hoped  will 
be  eliminated  in  approximately  ten  to  fifteen  years,  depending 
almost  entirely  on  the  development  of  the  housing  programme. 

In  deciding  on  the  type  and  accommodation  of  new  houses 
to  be  provided,  the  Council  have  had  particular  regard  to  the 
information  at  their  disposal  as  to  the  shortage  or  surplus  of  the 
various  types  of  houses  in  the  district.  The  overcrowding  survey 
which  the  Council  carried  out  provided  the  necessary  data  on 
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which  they  have  based  the  sizes  of  the  houses  which  they  propose 
to  erect  at  Moxley  and  Rough  Hay.  It  was  obvious  from  the 
information  at  their  disposal  that  there  was  a need  for  the  provision 
of  the  larger  types  of  houses,,  of  which  there  was  a shortage  and 
which  has  led,  in  the  rehousing  programmes  in  the  past,  to  over- 
crowding being  perpetuated  in  the  displacement  of  large  single 
unit  families  into  houses  which  were  much  too  small  for  their 
accommodation,  and  where  the  permitted  number  for  the  house  was 
exceeded  by  a substantial  margin. 

Most  of  the  houses  erected  at  that  time  had  a super  area  of 
but  880-ft.,  where  the  minimum  to  have  been  provided  should 
have  been  at  least  980-ft.  The  third  bedroom  in  most  of  these 
houses  was  from  60  to  88  super  ft.,  and  was  only  suitable  for  a 
single  bed. 

It  is  now  the  policy  of  the  Council  to  erect  on  these  two  sites 
houses  of  from  966  to  986  super  feet  for  the  three-bedroomed 
house,  and  1,066  super  feet  for  the  four-bedroomed  house,  and  to 
arrange  by  process  of  redistribution  to  abate  the  existing  over- 
crowding in  Council  houses,  and  to  render  their  houses  available 
for  re-letting  to  smaller  families. 

The  houses  to  be  provided  elsewhere  by  the  Council  will  no 
doubt  be  of  a smaller  type. 

The  following  schedules  of  families  to  be  rehoused  will  give 
the  necessary  information  as  to  the  type  of  houses  required  to 
rehouse  the  various-sized  families,  which  have  been  worked  out 
in  units — each  adult  and  any  child  over  ten  years  counting  as 
one  unit,  a child  between  the  ages  of  one  and  ten  counting  as 
half  a unit,  and  a child  under  one  not  counting  at  all. 


Tenants  Causing  Overcrowding. 

No.  of 

A ccommodation  required 

Families. 

in  equivalent  adults. 

21 

• • • 

• • • 

Units  4 and  under. 

142 

. . • 

• • • 

,,  4 - — 5j 

1 55 

. • • 

„ 6 — 7J 

43 

. . . 

• • • 

„ 8 — 9 

12 

. • . 

. • * 

h|n 

o 

P— i 

1 

1 

Cfc 

3 

II  and  over. 

676 


Sub-Tenants  Causing  Overcrowding. 

365 
121 
16 
4 


Units  2|  and  under. 

,,  3 — 4 

„ 4 J-  5 

,,  5 1 — 6 

,,  (j.1,  and  over. 


508 


Sub-Tenants  Net  Causing  Overcrowding. 


210 

S 


\ 


Units  2 

„ 2 1 

..  4 


-4.1 


60 1 


The  survey  disclosed  that  there  were  just  over  100  houses 
with  not  more  than  a two-unit  family,  and  it  is  a question  here 
whether  accommodation  more  suitable  to  their  requirements  should 
not  be  provided,  thus  rendering  these  three-bedroomed  houses 
available  for  families  more  suitable  to  such  accommodation. 

The  following  schedules  have  been  slightly  amended  since 
the  survey  was  undertaken,  so  that  any  slight  variation  in  the 
figures  is  accounted  for  by  movement  and  transfer  of  tenants. 

Sub-Tenants  Causing  Overcrowding. 

Of  the  above  508  sub-tenant  families,  256  are  at  present  serv  ing 
in  His  Majesty’s  Forces. 

Sub-Tenants  Not  Causing  Overcrowding. 

Of  the  above  691  sub-tenant  families,  197  are  serving  in  His 
Majesty’s  Forces. 

It  is  hoped  during  the  next  year  to  be  able  to  cater  for  some 
of  these  sub-tenant  families-  particularly  Service-men  whose 
sub-tenancies  are  causing  overcrowding — in  the  transitional  houses 
which  the  Government  propose  to  supply  to  Local  Authorities. 
This  scheme  should  provide  these  men  with  what  otherwise  they 
would  not  be  able  to  obtain,  namely,  a house  of  their  own. 

From  information  now  at  our  disposal,  it  would  appear  that 
to  cater  for  our  requirements  a total  of  2,541  houses  is  required. 

lo  meet  this  need,  the  Council  will  erect,  on  sites  cleared  or 
being  redeveloped,  a total  of  610  houses.  A further  1,625  out  of  a 
total  of  2,257  being  erected  by  the  Bentley  Housing  Association  at 
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Bentley  have  been  allocated  to  the  Local  Authority,  making  a 
total  of  2,235  houses  at  the  Council’s  disposal.  A further  765 
will  be  erected  by  private  enterprise,  thus  giving  us  the  total 
number  of  houses  arranged  to  be  erected  by  the  Council  and  private 
enterprise  of  3,000. 

I'he  time  limit  for  the  erection  of  these  houses  is  approximately 
ten  to  fifteen  years. 

With  the  completion  of  the  schemes  outlined,  Darlaston  will 
have  then  reached  the  limit  of  housing  development  with  a total 
of  6,887  houses  (after  deducting  1,300  to  be  cleared),  and  an 
approximate  population  of  27,548. 

HOUSING  PROGRESS  SINCE  JANUARY.  1920. 


By  Local  Authority  under  Assisted 
Housing  Schemes. 


By  Private  Enterprise. 


ending 

Dec. 

1919 

Act. 

(1) 

1920 

16 

1921 

96 

1922 

30 

1923 

1924 

— 

1925 

— 

1926 

— 

1927 

— 

1928 

— 

1929 

— 

1930 

— 

1931 

— 

1932 

— 

1933 

— 

1934 

— 

1935 

1936 

— 

1937 

— 

19  ?8 

— 

1939 

— 

1940 

— 

21  years 

142 

1923 
and 

1924 

1 (2) 

1930 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Un- 

assisted 

Houses 

(5) 

Assisted 

Combined 

Yearly 

Totals 

(8) 

Subsidy 

(6) 

Total 

(7) 

— 

. 

16 

— 

— 

— 

16 

1 

— 

96 

— 

— 

96 

1 — 

— 

30 

4 

— 

4 

34 

j — 

- — • 

6 

6 

12 

12 

— 

— 

1 

14 

15 

15 

25 

— 

25 

l 

8 

9 

34 

96 

— 

90 

l 

17 

18 

114 

1 84 

_ 

84 

5 

25 

30 

114 

91 

— 

91 

— 

—— 

• — 

91 

68 

— 

68 

— • 

4 

4 

72 

90 

— 

90 

— 

6 

6 

96 

62 

62 

8 

— ■ 

s 

70 

115 

26 

141 

15 

15 

156 

19 

— 

19 

15 



15 

34 

/ 14 

50 

108 

24 

— 

24 

132 

1 44  U 
/ 24* 
\6i  U 

46 

131 

ii 

11 

142 

96  U 

70 

IT  6 

55 

— 

55 

221 

124 

124 

144 

144 

268 

— 

134 

134 

113 

— 

113 

247 

46 

83 

129 

50 

— 

50 

179 

26 

85 

111 

I 

— 

— 

111 

961 

618 

; 1721 

1 

453 

80 

533 

| 2254 

1 

U — In  iicates  houses  erected  without  Government  assistance. 

* These  Council  Houses  were  taken  over  as  part  of  Bentley  under  the  Staffordshire 

Review  Order  of  1934 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION  AND  HOUSING  REQUIREMENTS 
HOUSING  SURVEY.  DARLASTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 
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DARLASTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  WHOLE  OF  DISTRICT. 
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Extracts  from  Summary  Sheet  No.  2. 

1.  Overcrowding  ... 

2.  Sub-tenants  not  overcrowded  ... 

3.  Unfit  houses 


Total 


Less 


(a)  Houses  to  be  reiet 

(b)  Overcrowded  unfit  (included  in 

Col.  3 above)  ... 


Total 


Plus 


Clearance  programme 

Houses  required 


Tabulated. 

Col.  1 

898 

Col.  2 

682 

Col.  3 = 

766 

Col.  4 

2,346 

Col.  6 

334 

Col.  5 ; 

71 

• 

405 

of  the  Slum 

600 


1,941 


600 


2,541 


Provision  of  Houses. 


As  provisionally  arranged,  and  included  in  the  redevelopment 
schemes,  the  following  houses  will  be  provided  by  the  Local 
Authority  : — 


Moxley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Rough  Hay  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10O 

Moxley  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  SO 

Pinfold  Street  and  Foundry  Street  Develop- 
ment ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Central  Area  Development  ...  ...  ...  120 


Provision  of  houses  by  private  enterprise  : — 

Rubery  Owen  Housing  Association  ...  ...  2,257 

Dangerfield  Lane  (Seaman’s)  ...  ...  ...  38 

Roberty  Owen  and  Co. , Ltd. , Bentley ...  ...  95 


610 


2,390 


3,000 


20 


In  connection  with  houses  erected  by  the  Bentley  Housing 
Association,  1,625  of  these  houses  have  been  allocated  to  the 
Local  Authority  for  slum  clearance  and  overcrowding,  thus, 
with  the  610  being  erected  by  the  Council,  a total  of  2,235  houses 
will  be,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Local  Authority,  available  for 
letting  to  cater  for  their  own  needs. 

The  grand  total  of  the  provision  of  houses  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  private  enterprise  is  3,000. 


Houses  to  be  Provided. 


For  and  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority 

Total. 

• 

Moxley 

2601 

Rough  Hay  P.4 

100 

* 610 

Moxley  Road 

80 

Pinfold  Street 

50 

Central  Redevelopment 

Bentley  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

120, 

,625 

2 

!,235 

... 

2,235 

By  private  enterprise  : 

Bentley  (Balance  of  2,257) 

632 

Rubery  Owen — Bentley 

95 

Seamans — Dangerfiekl  Lane 

38 

765 

... 

765 

3,000 

Total  houses  to  be  erected 

...  3,000 

Plus  total  houses  in  area  (1944)... 

. . . 

...  5,187 

8,187 

Less  1,300  to  be  demolished 

...  1,300 

6,887 

Approximate  population  in  ten  to  fifteen  years  on  basis  of  four 

persons  per  house  — 27,500. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Schedule  of  Visits  and  Notices  served. 


Visits 

Infor- 

mal 

Notices 

Statut- 

ory 

Notices 

1 

Infor- 

mal 

abated 

F ormal 
abated 

Overcrowding 

387 

7 

i — 

5 

— 

Drainage  defects  . . 

284 

208 

87 

1 19 

71 

Structural  defects 

429 

127 

72 

51 

65 

Spouting  defects  and  dampness  . . 

88 

84 

34 

44 

31 

Bins 

376 

228 

89 

134 

85 

Stagnant  water  (cellars)  . . 

30 

21 

4 

13 

4 

Fish  Fryers 

146 

6 

6 

Milk  and  Dairies 

44 

7 

1 

6 

1 

Butchers’  Premises 

288 

21 

1 

18 

1 

Factories  and  Workshops 

158 

26 

12 

13 

10 

Infectious  Diseases 

215 

8 

— 

8 

— 

Verminous  conditions 

7 1 

68 

12 

50 

12 

Pigkeeper’s  Premises 

186 

48 

4 

41 

4 

Private  Slaughtering 

166 

— 

— 

— 

Moveable  Dwellings 

18 

4 

1 

3 

1 

Schools  . . . . . . . . i 

34 

4 

— 

4 

_ 

Smoke  nuisances  . . 

42 

5 

2 

<•> 

•mJ 

2 

Picture  Theatres 

28 

2 

— 

2 



Complaints  . . . . . . j 

389 

347 

54  1 

276 

47 

Interviews 

1246 

1 

— 



Letters 

1472 

J 

_ | 

1 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

215  visits  have  been  made  to  infectious  cases  for  necessary 
investigation.  All  Diphtheria  cases  notified  have  been  moved  to 
hospital,  and  14  out  of  the  34  Scarlet  Fever  cases,  20  having  been 
isolated  at  home.  In  no  instance  has  it  been  possible  to  trace 
any  development  from  this  procedure,  every  care  having  been 
taken  to  secure  satisfactory  isolation  and  the  carrying  out  of 
instructions. 

128  rooms  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious  complaints, 
formalin  being  used  for  the  purpose  combined  with  spraying  with 
approved  disinfectant  and  washing  of  all  linen,  etc. 

In  the  case  of  1 uberculosis,  bedding  is  either  destroyed,  if  in  a 
bad  state,  or  treated  by  steam  by  arrangement  with  an  adjoining 
Authority.  1 his  is  also  done  on  removal  to  Sanatoria  or  change 
of  tenancy. 

22  deaths  were  reported.  Under  an  arrangement  with  the 
Registrar,  these  were  notilied  to  us  immediately  without  having 
to  wait  for  the  monthly  returns.  Disinfection  is  thus  possible 
immediately  after  interment. 


Under  the  present  hospital  arrangement,  all  infectious  cases 
are  reported  to  Moxley,  where  the  majority  of  cases  are  treated, 
any  overflow  being  catered  for  by  them  at  the  various  hospitals 
in  the  immediately  adjoining  areas. 


INFECTIOUS  CASES  REMOVED  TO  HOSPITAL. 


No. 

reported. 

Diphtheria  ...  40 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  34 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3 

Erysipelas  ...  2 


Hospital 

provision. 

Mosley  31. 

Brierle3r  Hill  9. 
Moxley  5. 

Brierley  Hill  3. 
Bilston  6. 
Wolverhampton  3. 
Moxley  1. 


In  view  of  the  increasing  demands  on  the  steam  disinfector 
at  Wednesbury,  with  which  Authority  we  have  a working  arrange- 
ment, it  becomes  more  necessary  that  we  should  endeavour  to 
obtain  our  own  installation.  A scheme  was  approved  during 
the  war  for  the  provision  of  such  apparatus  at  the  Public  Baths, 
where  surplus  steam  was  available.  However,  the  Ministry’s 
consent  was  not  obtained,  and  it  has  since  remained  in  abevance. 


Our  need  for  a steam  disinfector  will  be  more  urgent  when 
we  commence  our  rehousing.  The  one  used  at  present  will  then 
be  in  full  use  by  the  owning  Authority  and  it  will  become  more 
difficult  to  dovetail  arrangements  for  its  use. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Tips. 

The  work  of  refuse  removal  is  now  controlled  by  the  Public 
Works  Department,  and  having  regard  to  the  labour  and  other 
difficulties  has  been  well  carried  out.  Bins  emptied  before  the 
war  at  least  once  weekly  are  now  given  attention  every  nine  or 
ten  da}^s.  This  is  due  to  the  reason  stated,  and  the  additional 
work  entailed  b}r  salvage  and  kitchen  waste.  Some  little  delay  was 
no  doubt  caused  by  faulty  and  defective  dustbins,  which  meant 
delay  in  getting  material  on  to  the  streets.  This  was,  however, 
in  a large  measure  been  overcome  by  the  Local  Authority  under- 
taking to  stock  and  suppfy  bins.  These  are  obtained  on  Permit 
from  the  Ministries  concerned  and  retailed  at  a figure  which  is 
20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  would  otherwise  be.  Local 
retailers,  it  should  be  added,  were  unable  to  supply  bins  in  anything 
like  the  numbers  required. 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  return 
to  the  standard  pre-war  bin  of  23-lbs.  The  present  bin,  restricted 
to  16-lbs.  in  weight,  has  a very  short  life  and  proves  expensive 
over  a period. 

All  materials  are  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  about 
80  per  cent,  being  drawn  to  one  tip  at  Rough  Hay,  which  is  much 
too  near  to  the  Council’s  housing  estate.  A serious  infestation 
of  crickets  was  experienced  here  during  the  year,  which  led  to 
trouble  in  the  adjoining  dwelling  houses  before  it  was  got  under 
control.  We  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  materials  for 
control  in  the  early  part  of  the  infestation,  so  that  it  developed 
more  rapidly  than  it  otherwise  would  have  done.  Control 
measures,  combined  with  weather  conditions,  eventually  dealt 
with  the  trouble. 

This  tip  should  be  filled  in  and  covered  before  the  end  of  the  vear, 
as  very  little  tipping  area  now  remains. 

643  bins  have  been  supplied  to  owners  during  the  year  at  an 
average  cost  of  12s.  6d.  each. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  entire  district  is  on  the  water-carriage  system  and  has 
been  for  many  years  now  ; moveable  galvanized  dustbins  are  in 
general  use.  I he  benefit  to  the  community  resulting  from  this 
innovation,  combined  with  improved  covered  drainage  in  lieu  of 
surface  channelling,  can  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  vital  statistics. 

In  1901,  at  the  time  we  were  putting  in  sewers  and  covered 
drains,  but  when  we  were  inflicted  with  the  privy  midden  and 
cistern  and  open  ashpit,  with  drainage  passing  to  old  mine  workings 
and  porous  cesspits,  we  had  in  that  year  173  Enteric  cases  with 
18  deaths— a total  death-roll  of  349,  with  128  infant  deaths. 

In  1944  we  have  no  Enteric  notifications,  and  have  not  had  for 
nearly  twenty  years;  our  total  death-roll  has  fallen  to  194  and 
infant  mortality  to  14. 

ihese  figures  speak  for  themselves  as  to  w'hat  good  sanitary 
circumstances  mean  to  an  organized  community,  and  a satisfactory 
standard  of  housing,  sanitation  and  hygiene. 

The  efforts  of  the  Health  Department  are  ever  tending  to 
improve  these  standards  by  careful  supervision  over  housing 
conditions,  sanitation,  food  supplies,  working  conditions  and  in 
innumerable  ways  where  the  welfare  and  well-being  of  the  people 
is  concerned.  Its  work  may  not  be  spectacular,  but  the  results, 
as  indicated  by  these  few  comparative  figures,  are  worthy  of  note! 
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DAIRIES,  COW  SHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  now  two  registered  cow-keepers  in  the  district,  the 
total  head  of  cattle  varying  between  30  and  40. 


The  number  of  registrations 
follows  : — 

and  licences  recorded  i 

Dealers’  Licences 

6 

(Pasteurised). 

Registered  Milk  Retailers 

...  84 

Graded  Milk  Licences  ... 
(Supplementary) 

...  12 

(Pasteurised). 

6 

(T.T.). 

1 

(Accredited). 

By  far  the  largest  percentage  of  milk  retailed  is  sterilized — 
at  least  70  per  cent. — about  4.8  per  cent,  untreated  milk,  the 
remainder  being  bottled  milk  sold  under  licence. 

There  are  no  bottling  establishments  in  the  area. 

One  complaint  only  was  received  from  the  Count}'  Authorities 
during  the  year  and  traced  on  investigation  to  inefficient  steriliza- 
tion of  equipment.  An  electric  steam  sterilization  plant  was 
installed  later  for  the  efficient  treatment  of  vessels  and  installation 
generally.  No  further  complaints  were  received. 

The  difficulties  encountered  in  the  previous  year  with  tainting 
and  souring  of  bottled  milk  have  not  recurred,  so  it  would  appear 
that  the  action  taken  at  the  time  has  produced  good  results. 


FACTORIES. 

The  number  of  Bakehouses  on  the  Register  is  eight,  in  addition 
to  which  there  are  75  Factories. 

158  visits  have  been  made,  including  25  to  bakehouses. 

10  reports  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 
re  structural  and  sanitary  defects  coming  within  the  province  of 
the  Local  Authority. 
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The  following  indicates  the  nature  of  the  defects  and  results 
of  action  taken  : — 


No.  Ref.  Defects. 

1 FC/C4/17  Defective  lighting  ; no 

intervening  ventilated 
space. 


2 FC/C4/18  Defective  lighting  to 

women’s  sanitary  ac- 
commodation. 

3 FC/C5/19  Sanitary  accommodation 

unsuitable. 


4 FC/C5/20  Inadequate  lighting  to 

conveniences. 

5 FC/C5/21  Defective  lighting  ; no 

doors  to  men’s  con- 
veniences ; improperly 
maintained. 


b FC/C5/22  No  lights  or  doors  to 

conveniences. 

7 FC/C5/23  Sanitary  convenience 

ventilating  into  pre- 
mises. 

8 FC/C6/24  Bakehouse  improperly 

kept. 

9 FC/C6/25  Bakehouse  improperly 

kept. 

10  FC/C6/26  No  doors  to  men’s  con- 

conveniences. 


Action  taken. 

Natural  and  artificial 
lighting  provided  ; in- 
tervening ventilated 
space  introduced. 

Opening  light  provided 
and  electric  light  in- 
stalled. 

Connected  to  sewrer  and 
new  water  carriage 
conveniences  installed 

Natural  direct  lighting 
provided. 

Defects  and  deficien- 
cies made  good. 


Provision  made. 


Intervening  ventilated 
space  provided. 


Premises  cleansed  and 
limewashed. 

Premises  cleansed  and 
limewashed. 

Defects  made  good. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Four  complaints  were  investigated  of  nuisances  occasioned 
by  heavy  discharge  of  grit  and  sooty  particles  from  factory 
chimneys. 
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In  one  case,  this  was  due  to  the  installation  of  new  plant  for 
using  pulverised  fuel.  The  factory  being  located  in  a built-up 
area,  surrounded  by  working-class  dwellings,  the  nuisance  caused 
by  heavy  discharges  of  grit  proved  a most  serious  one.  From 
observations  made,  it  was  found  that  it  was  most  objectionable 
when  first  starting  up,  indicating  the  necessity  for  some  form  of 
pre-heating,  and  at  other  times  when  the  temperature  of  the 
furnaces  was  disturbed.  Experiments  were  conducted  over  a 
lengthy  period  but  not  with  entire  success,  until  after  investigation 
by  the  Government  Department  concerned  the  nuisance  was 
eventually  overcome. 

The  second  complaint  concerned  emissions  from  stacks  attached 
to  bolt  forging  furnaces,  the  trouble  here  being  one  of  heavy 
discharges  when  heating  up.  Preheating  was  installed,  and  the 
trouble  overcome. 

A third  complaint  was  due  to  smoke  and  grit  from  the  heating 
installation  at  a large  works,  and  which  was  immediately  adjoining 
a Council  estate.  Overloading  and  bad  stoking  combined  with 
unsuitable  fuel  was  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  Plans  were  prepared 
for  a complete  new  installation,  and  in  the  meantime  the  other 
contributing  causes  were  given  attention  to  lessen  the  nuisance. 

A fifth  nuisance  from  the  discharge  of  spent  oil  and  the  burning 
of  discarded  bags  was  dealt  with  by  the  provision  of  an  oil 
incinerator. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Thirty-three  licences  were  issued  for  the  bulk  storage  of  33,475 
gallons  of  motor  spirit,  the  licence-holders  being  principally 
industrial  firms  using  it  for  their  transport  services.  The  method 
of  storage  in  all  cases  is  by  underground  storage  tanks  with 
electrical  hand-operated  pumps. 

All  tanks  are  pressure  tested  after  fixing  and  before  sanding 
takes  place. 

Five  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium, 
a total  of  36  cwts.  being  involved.  This  is  mainly  used  in  connec- 
tion with  welding  plant  at  the  works  concerned. 
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MEAT  AND  FOODS. 

104  pigs  have  been  slaughtered  on  private  premises  during  1944. 

The  following  carcases,  parts  and  organs,  were  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year  : — 


Total  lbs. 

9 Heads  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Organs  (various)  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

1 set  Lungs,  two  Hearts,  Liver  and  Fry  ...  25 

277  lbs. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Thirteen  persons  were  licensed  under  the  above  Act  during 
the  year. 

CONDEMNED  TINNED  FOODS. 

Tins. 


Frem  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sweetened  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Household  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Chopped  Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Syrup  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Salmon  (Grade  3)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Beans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Carrots  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Soup  (various)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Lobster  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Plums  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Herrings 7 

Dog  Food ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Marmalade  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pilchards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


75  tins 


3 packets  Dates. 
2 Eggs. 


34  lbs.  Sausage. 
30  lbs.  Bacon. 
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Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 


THE  GREEN  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

room 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 I 
and 
over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Addenbrooke  Street 

10 

74 

— 

14 

60 



208 

158 

Addenbrooke  Place 

6 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

18 

6 

Aldridge  Street 

— 

8 

1 

6 

1 

— 

16 

15 

Beard  Street 

— 

19 

— 

15 

4 

— 

42 

38 

Bell  Street 

— 

59 

— 

50 

8 

1 

128 

110 

Blockhall 

— 

28 

1 

21 

5 

1 

62 

52 

Booth  Street  . . 

— 

53 

— 

35 

18 

— 

124 

104 

Bush  Street 

— 

48 

— 

41 

6 

1 

104 

79 

Castle  Street  . . 

27 

— 

18 

9 

— 

63 

54 

Foster  Street  . . 

69 

1 

46 

20 

2 

161 

134 

Garrington  Street 

20 

20 

— 



20 

— 

60 

33 

The  Green 

— 

124 

6 

90 

24 

4 

274 

220 

Horton  Street 

8 

35 

— 

19 

16 

— 

86 

57 

Horton  Place  . . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

18 

9 

Hemmings  Street 

10 

10 

— 

— 

10 

— 

30 

19 

Little  Cross  Street 

— 

14 

— 

9 

5 

— 

33 

24 

Midland  Road  . . 

17 

17 

— 

17 

— 

51 

23 

Owen  Street 

16 

17 

— 

— 

17 

— 

51 

32 

Perry  Street 

— • 

41 

— 

26 

15 

— 

97 

81 

Queen  Street  . . 

— 

8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

16 

16 

Richards  Street 

22 

62 

1 

18 

43 

166 

122 

Rough  Hay  Road 

13 

24 

— 

— 

24 

72 

48 

Rubery  Street  . . 

— 

21 

— 

3 

18 

‘ 

60 

39 

St.  George’s  Street 

— 

19 

— 

18 

— 

1 

40 

31 

Wesson  Road  . . 

23 

23 

— 

— • 

23 

— 

69 

40 

Willenhall  Road 

— 

39 

— 

29 

9 

1 

89 

76 

Willenhall  Street 

89 

93 

— 

— 

93 

— 

279 

137 

Yardley  Street 

22 

22 

— 

— 

22 

— 

66 

44 

TOTALS  ... 

262 

986 

10 

466 

499 

11 

2483 

1801 

29 


BENTLEY  WARD 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Anson  Road 

50 

50 

- 

8 

42 

_ 

142 

56 

Bentley  Mill  Lane 



26 



21 

4 

1 

58 

50 

Bentley  Road 

14 

67 

3 

36 

27 

1 

160 

119 

Bloxwich  Lane 



1 

1 



— 

— 

1 

2 

Coronation  Avenue 



77 

40 

37 

— 

191 

154 

Devon  Road 

43 

22 

21 

_ 

107 

85 

Gloucester  Place 

5 



1 

4 

— 

14 

9 

Hopyard  Road 

14 

14 

— — 

6 

8 

— 

36 

21 

King  Charles  Avenue  . 

78 

80 



34 

46 

— 

206 

121 

Pugh  Crescent  . . 

74 

74 

- - 

24 

50 

198 

96 

Somerset  Road 

- , 

51 

. - 



51 

, . . 

153 

104 

Walsall  Road  . . 

99 

- - - 

26 

71 

2 

273 

195 

Warwick  Avenue 

- 

4 

- 

1 

3 

- , 

11 

8 

Wolverhampton  Road 

24 

41 

- — 

7 

33 

1 

117 

79 

Worcester  Road 



30 

- — 

9 

21 



81 

57 

Wrexham  Avenue 



100 

- - 

54 

46 

.. 

246 

200 

York  A\enue  .. 

— 

8 

3 

5 

— 

21 

15 

TOTALS  . . 

254 

770 

4 

292 

469 

5 

1 

2015 

1371 
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ALL  SAINTS’  WARD. 


Street 

L 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

I 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Albert  Street  . . 

— 

38 

— 

35 

2 

1 

80 

76 

Avenue  Road  . . 

— 

40 

— • 

22 

17 

1 

99 

88 

Bills  Street 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

7 

6 

Bull  Street 

— 

49 

— 

42 

4 

3 

108 

100 

Church  Street 

— 

33 

4 

19 

6 

4 

76 

37 

Cope  Street 

4 

29 

— • 

8 

21 



79 

58 

Crescent  Road 

— 

6 

1 

— 

3 

2 

18 

13 

Dale  End 

— 

8 

— 

7 

1 

— 

17 

11 

The  Flatts 

19 

19 

— • 

— 

19 

— 

57 

20 

Gladstone  Street 

— 

19 

— 

11 

8 

— 

46 

37 

Gordon  Street  . . 

— 

19 

— 

13 

6 

— 

44 

42 

Heath  Road 

— 

42 

1 

39 

2 

— 

85 

71 

James  Bridge  . . * . 

— 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

11 

9 

King  Street 

— ■ 

23 

3 

9 

10 

1 

55 

42 

Rectoi  y Avenue 

r ;■ 

7 

— 

2 

5 



19 

18 

Salisbury  Street 

— 

15 

— 

9 

6 

— 

36 

33 

Short  Street 

— 

11 

— 

10 

1 

— 

23 

19 

Simmonds  Place 

2G 

26 

— 

— 

26 

— 

78 

32 

Slater  Street  . . 

— 

26 

— 

3 

22 

1 

76 

60 

Station  Street 

4 

81 

— 

57 

22 

9 

W 

188 

144 

Victoria  Road  . . 

— 

27 

1 

17 

8 

1 

63 

52 

Tilley  Street 

— 

43 

— 

41 

2 

— 

88 

86 

Walsall  Road  . . 

— 

158 

3 

103 

46 

6 

371 

302 

Walsall  Street  . . 

— 

27 

— 

21 

6 

— 

60 

54 

Waverley  Road 

— 

38 

— • 

15 

23 

— 

99 

76 

Westbourne  Road 

— 

19 

— - 

— 

19 

— 

57 

j 39 

Whitton  Street 

— 

41 

— 

17 

24 

■■■ 

106 

82 

TOTALS  . . 

53 

851 

13 

503 

313 

22 

2046 

1607 

31 


CATHERINE’S  CROSS  WARD. 


Street. 

Erect- 
ted  by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 
i with 
! 1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

i Bed- 
| rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

| No. 
with 
4 

and 

over 

Total 
j Bed- 
rooms 

Total 
Living 
i rooms 

Alfred  Street  . . 

_ 

j 14 

1 ■ 

14 

— 

— 

28 

27 

Berry  Avenue 

83 

83 

— 

1 

83 

— 

249 

87 

Bradshaw  Avenue 

42 

42 

— 

— 

42 

126 

77 

Catherine’s  Cross 

4 

90 

10 

57 

20 

3 

196 

147 

Cockheath,  Moxley 

— 

11 

9 

2 

24 

21 

Dangerfield  Lane 

— 

19 

•> 

11 

3 

3 

45 

36 

Factory  Street 

— 

28 

1 

22 

5 

— 

60 

50 

Forge  Road 

6 

21 

1 

15 

5 

1 

49 

35 

Foundry  Street 

— 

67 

1 

55 

10 

1 

145 

120 

Foundry  Street  Ext.  . . 

10 

10 

— 

10 



30 

18 

Glebe  Place 

8 

8 



— 

8 

— 

24 

16 

Heathfield  Lane 

10 

40 



25 

15 

- . 

95 

76 

Heathfield  Lane  West 

70 

75 

— 

1 

74 

. 

224 

139 

Herberts  Park  Road  . . 

66 

70 

— 

— 

70 



210 

88 

Hewitt  Street  . . 

36 

36 

— 

— 

36 

— 

108 

42 

King  Edward  Street  . . 

8 

61 

— 

46 

15 

— 

136 

122 

Mill  Street 

‘ 

36 

9 

27 

6 

1 

78 

64 

Moxley 

4 

101 

— 

70 

27 

4 

237 

165 

Moxley  Road  . . 

10 

151 

5 

80 

64 

o 

365 

293 

Park  Road 

3 

17 

— 

10 

7 

— 

41 

31 

Park  Street 

10 

22 

— 

6 I 

16 

_ 

60 

32 

Partridge  Avenue 

26  1 

26 

— 

1 

25 

- 

77 

33 

Pinfold  Street 

— 

48 

2 

26 

13 

7 

121 

86 

Pinfold  Street  Ext. 

— 

11 

— 

2 

9 



31 

22 

Sandwell  Avenue 

— 

39 

— 

23 

16 

94 

79 

Sproat  Avenue. . 

16 

16 

— 

16 

1 

48 

18 

St.  John’s  Road 

— 

33 



31 

2 

68 

49 

Stanbury  Avenue 

49 

49 

— 

49 

147 

98 

Wiley  Avenue  . . 

32 

35 

— 

35 

j 

105 

43 

Wells  Avenue  . . 

36 

36 

— 

36 

_ 

108 

70 

Wolverhampton  Street 

— 

124 

5 

43 

76 

- - 

319 

234 

Woods  Bank  Terrace  . . 

8 

8 

— 

1 

7 

— 

23 

10 

TOTALS 

537 

1427 

28 

575 

802 

22 

3672 

2428 

32 


THE  CENTRAL  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Alma  Street 

— 

31 

2 

29 

— 

— 

60 

58 

Bayley  Crescent 

14 

14 

— 

2 

10 

o 

4 U 

42 

15 

Biddlestone  Place 

16 

16 

— 

— 

16 

— 

48 

21 

Bilston  Street 

— 

32 

o 

md 

21 

9 

— 

71 

55 

Blakemores  Lane 

- — 

10 

— 

7 

2 

1 

24 

22 

Cash  Joynson  Avenue 

16 

16 

— 

6 

4 

6 

48 

24 

Charles  Foster  Street 

43 

55 

— 

2 

53 

— 

163 

109  > 

Cramphill 

— 

32 

2 

21 

8 

1 

72 

56 

Crawford  Avenue 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

54 

23 

Cross  Street 

— 

19 

— 

16 

3 

— 

41 

35 

Dorsett  Road  . . 

8 

60 

— 

13 

46 

1 

168 

135 

Dorsett  Road  Terrace 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

54 

21 

Eldon  Street  . . 

■ — 

61 

— 

55 

4 

2 

130 

108 

Great  Croft  Street 

— ■ 

13 

— 

9 

4 

30 

25 

Hall  Street 

30 

32 

• — 

— 

32 

— 

96 

43 

Hall  Street  East 

51 

51 

— 

6 

42 

3 

150 

63 

Hampton  Place 

8 

8 

— 

— 

8 

24 

10 

Haycock  Place.  . 

10 

10 

— 

— 

10 

30 

14 

High  Street 

— 

42 

9 

w 

25 

14 

1 

98 

72 

Kennedy  Crescent 

10 

11 

— 

1 

10 

— 

32 

14 

The  Leys 

— 

14 

— 

8 

3 

3 

37 

26 

Lowe  Avenue  . . 

161 

161 

— • 

— ■ 

161 

— 

483 

161 

Marston  Avenue 

21 

21 

— 

— 

21 

— 

63 

40 

Michael  Road  . . 

37 

37 

— 

— 

37 

— 

111 

38 

New  Road 

— 

19 

— 

19 

— 

— 

38 

34 

New  Street 

— 

51 

4 

37 

7 

3 

111 

88 

Peach  Avenue  . . 

32 

32 

— . 

— 

32 

— 

96 

34 

Peacock  Road  . . 

21 

21 

— 

— 

21 

— > 

63 

28 

Rough  Hay  Road 

32 

42 

— ■ 

— 

41 

1 

127 

62 

Rough  Hay  Place 

12 

12 

— 

— 

12 

— 

36 

16 

School  Street 

— 

13 

1 

10 

1 

1 

28 

25 

Smith  Street  . . 

— 

41 

— 

31 

10 

; 

92 

79 

Stafford  Road  . . 

46 

63 

— 

3 

60 

— 

186 

107 

Willenhall  Street 

4 

91 

4 

47 

39 

l 

219 

164 

TOTALS 

608 

1167 

17 

368 

756 

26 

3125 

1825 

33 


TOTAL- ALL  WARDS. 


Ward. 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

THE  GREEN 

262 

986 

10 

466 

499 

11 

2483 

1801 

BENTLEY 

# # 

254 

770 

4 

292 

469 

5 

2015 

1371 

ALL  SAINTS’ 

# # 

53 

851 

13 

503 

313 

22 

2046 

1607 

CATHERINES  CROSS 

537 

1427 

28 

575 

802 

22 

3672 

2428 

CENTRAL 

• • 

608 

1167 

17 

368 

756 

26 

3125 

1825 

TOTALS 

• • 

1714 

5201 

72 

2204 

2839 

86 

13341 

9032 
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